GOVERNMENT   FOR   'IRAQ

Sir P. Cox will be authorised to call into being, as prov-
isional bodies, a Council of State under an Arab President and
a General Elective Assembly, representative of and freely
elected by the population of Mesopotamia. And it will be his
duty to prepare in consultation with the General Elective
Assembly, the permanent organic law.1

It was the first straightforward public announcement of a
concrete and specific policy w^hich H.M. Government had made
in 'Iraq since the Armistice, a year and eight months before.
Even so, another five months were to elapse before the policy
could be put into effect. In the interval, the temper of National-
ism in 'Iraq was to rise to the point of armed rebellion which
was to shake the country to its foundations.

1 Compilation of Proclamations> Notices, etc. . . . Relating to Mesopotamia,
September ist, 1919, to September 30^, 1920 (Baghdad, 1920) (Hereafter P?o-
damations, 1919-1920) Announcement No. 49, dated June i7th, 1920
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